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This spring, Yunus Emre Institute Tokyo will host the first solo exhibition by Ozlem.

Since ancient times, simple and familiar elements of nature—such as canola blossoms
and sparrows—have been cherished in Japan. Yet, these symbols are beloved
worldwide and have been appreciated across generations. Similarly, small daily
objects like toys, scissors and trinkets hold a special place in our memories. When we |
revisit these timeless elements, they transport us to a labyrinth of recollections, F
evoking the emotions and nostalgia of childhood.

This exhibition explores the universal beauty found in everyday life, uncovering the
hidden memories and emotions embedded in familiar natural elements and objects.

Ozlem, a self-taught oil painter, has been developing her craft in Japan since 2019. In
2023, she co-hosted a group exhibition at Yunus Emre Institute, where her work
received high praise. For this debut solo exhibition, she will present several large-
scale oil paintings alongside many more miniature oil paintings, each measuring just
7.5 cm square.

The exhibition, titled “Wonderland,” invites you to rediscover the unnoticed beauty in
daily life and experience a world of mystery through a childlike sense of wonder.

During the exhibition, Ozlem will also host live painting sessions, allowing visitors to
witness the breathtaking depth achieved through delicate layers of paint. Step into
this captivating world and immerse yourself in the magic of memory and imagination.

Wonderland - A trip down to memory lane -
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